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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1 
November 2004 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1-20 remain pending for further examination. 

Response to Applicant' Remarks 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 9/2/04 and 1 1/1/04 have been fully considered but, 
have been found persuasive only to the extent that the prior art of record does not 
disclose "a plurality object to be managed." However, Kobayashi discloses such 
limitations. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,867,110 issued to Naito et al., (hereinafter "Naito") in view of U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,263,347 issued to Kobayashi et al., (hereinafter "Kobayashi"). 

As per claim 1, discloses Naito "system for managing an object positioned in a 
management area" as each data set concerning a particular position is associated with 
a particular area, and the host computer is adapted to determine based upon the 
received position information data (see col. 3, lines 22-25), the system comprising: 

"a host computer for holding a database in which position data of an object to be 
managed is stored in relation to attribute data of the object to be managed used for 
identifying the object to be managed" as a communication host apparatus which 
includes a database for storing a plurality of data set wherein each concerns a 
predetermined position (see cot. 1, lines 67 to cot. 2, lines 3); 

"a portable terminal machine" as a portable terminal which is capable of 
retrieving data set (object information) from a database which concerns the position of 
the object (see figure 1, element 12; cot. 2, line 18-19) "configured to specify input 
object to be managed" as a means for detecting a signal receives from an artificial 
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satellite, in which generates position information data indicative of the current position of 
the portable terminal based on the signal (see cot. 5, lines 29-37); and 

"data communication means for transferring a database from the host computer 
to the portable terminal machine" as a means for transmitting the appropriate data to the 
portable terminal (see cot. 2, lines 25-28), 

"wherein the portable terminal machine displays a position of the object to be 
managed according to position data in the database transferred from the host computer 
to the portable terminal machine" as based on the information received from the host 
computer, the display mean displays the corresponding data obtained by the data 
processing, wherein the user of the portable terminal can obtain appropriate information 
regarding circumstances of a desire location of the object (see cot. 2, lines 28-34). 
Naito fails to explicitly disclose the claimed among a plurality of objects to be managed. 
However, Kobayashi discloses the claimed the portable remote terminal which is 
selected from the host data base and a record item of the object data, creating on the 
portable terminal an item definition data base which defines a record attribute, an object 
storage data base which stores object data on a record basis correspondingly to the 
item definition data base, a relation definition data base which defines relation among 
object data stored in the object storage data base and a definition data base which 
defines among the respective data bases created (see Kobayashi col. 5, lines 6-40). It 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the combined 
teachings of Naito and Kobayashi with among a plurality of objects to be managed. 
Such modification would allow the teachings of Naito and Kobayashi to improve the 
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reliability of the system for managing objects based on position data, and to provide a 
system for linking data between a computer and a portable remote terminal which 
extracts data of a host data base on the computer into the portable remote terminal (see 
Kobayashi col. 2, lines 52-55). 

As per claim 2, Naito discloses, "wherein the portable terminal machine" (see 
figure 12) includes: 

"a data storing unit for storing the database transferred from the host computer" 
as a means for transmitting the appropriate data to the portable terminal (see cot. 2, 
lines 25-28); 

"a condition inputting unit for entering a retrieval condition" as the data 
processing unit 24 executes the data processing based upon the received retrieval data 
set (see col. 1 0, lines 91 1 ); 

"and a searching unit for searching the database according to the retrieval 
condition to obtain the position data from the database when the attribute data of the 
object matches the retrieval condition" as the data processing unit 24 retrieves the data 
in the second database of the database 32 based upon the impassable road section 
information data 206 to obtain the intersection position data 402, 403 in association with 
the road identification number contained in the impassable road section information 
data 206 (see col. 10, lines 28-34). 
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As per claim 3, Naito discloses, "wherein the portable terminal machine includes 
a data synchronization unit for synchronizing data in the database stored in the data 
storing unit of the portable terminal machine with data in the database held in the host 
computer" as based upon the supplied texts information data and intersection position 
data, displays on the screen thereof an image of a map in which the road sections and 
the route toward the destination are specified (see col. 10, lines 44-55). 

As per claim 4, Naito discloses, "wherein the host computer includes a data 
synchronization unit for synchronizing data in the database stored in the data storing 
unit of the portable terminal machine with data in the database held in the host 
computer" as based upon the supplied texts information data and intersection position 
data, displays on the screen thereof an image of a map in which the road sections and 
the route toward the destination are specified (see col. 10, lines 44-55). 

As per claim 5, Naito discloses, wherein the object to be managed is a computer 
(see Naito, col. 1 , line 65 to col. 2, lines 20). 

As per claim 6, Naito discloses "a retrieval system" as a portable terminal which 
is capable of retrieving data set (object information) from a database (see col. 2, lines 
18-19), comprising: 

"a host computer including a database, which database is output by the host 
computer on request, in which retrieval information and position information of objects to 



Application/Control Number: 09/970,968 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2162 

be managed are held in relation to each other" as a communication host apparatus 
which includes a database for storing a plurality of data set wherein each concerns a 
predetermined position (see col. 1, lines 67 to col. 2, lines 3); and 

"a portable terminal machine for receiving and storing the database output by the 
host computer" as host apparatus being responsive to a portable terminal which is 
capable of retrieving data set (object information) from a database which concerns the 
position of the object (see figure 1, element 12; col. 2, line 16-19); 

"wherein the portable terminal machine includes: a searching unit for searching 
the retrieval information in the database according to a condition specified by a user to 
identify a match between the retrieval information and the condition" as the data 
processing unit retrieves the data in the second database of the database based upon 
the; impassable road section information data to obtain the intersection position data in 
association with the road identification number contained in the impassable road section 
information data (see col. 10, lines 28-34); "and a map display unit for displaying a 
position where the particular object is managed on a map according to the position 
information" as specify an area in the map to be displayed on the screen of the display 
unit so as to read appropriate map from the map database (see col. 10, lines 2527). 
Naito fails to explicitly disclose the claimed consequently to specify the position 
information of a particular object of the objects to be managed. However, Kobayashi 
discloses the claimed the portable remote terminal which is selected from the host data 
base and a record item of the object data, creating on the portable terminal an item 
definition data base which defines a record attribute, an object storage data base which 
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stores object data on a record basis correspondingly to the item definition data base, a 
relation definition data base which defines relation among object data stored in the 
object storage data base and a definition data base which defines among the respective 
data bases created (see Kobayashi col. 5, lines 6-40). It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the combined teachings of Naito and 
Kobayashi with consequently to specify the position information of a particular object of 
the objects to be managed. Such modification would allow the teachings of Naito and 
Kobayashi to improve the reliability of the system for managing objects based on 
position data, and to provide a system for linking data between a computer and a 
portable remote terminal which extracts data of a host data base on the computer into 
the portable remote terminal (see Kobayashi col. 2, lines 52-55). 

As per claim 7, in addition to claim 1, Naito discloses "a portable position display 
apparatus for displaying a position of an object to be managed" as the data processing 
unit 24 refers to the position information data indicative of its own current position of the 
portable terminal, in which to specify an area in the map to be displayed on the screen 
of the display unit so as to read appropriate map from the map database (see cot. 2, 
lines 22-34), comprising: 

"a data storing unit for storing a database that includes map data used to display 
a map of an area in which the object to be managed is positioned, position data used to 
locate the object to be managed on the map, and wherein the position data is stored in 
relation to the attribute data" as a map stored in the database in which an specific area 
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in the map to be displayed of the display unit to read out appropriate map data (see cot. 
10, lines 2.5-27); 

"a condition input unit for enabling a user to enter a retrieval condition" as a 
means for entering a new interval time through the input device 20 (see cot. 1 1 , lines 
38-39); 

M a searching unit for searching the database stored in the data storing unit 
according to the retrieval condition to identify a match between the attribute data and 
the retrieval condition" as a means for searching the data in the second database of the 
database based upon the shelter route information data to obtain the intersection 
position data in association with the road identification number contained in the shelter 
route information data (see cot. 10, lines 33-37); and 

"a map display unit for displaying a position of the object to be managed on the 
map according to the map data and the position data in the database when a match is 
identified by the searching unit" as specify an area in the map to be displayed on the 
screen of the display unit so as to read appropriate map from the map database (see 
cot. 10, lines 25-27). Naito fails to explicitly disclose the claimed consequently to 
identify position data of the object to be managed independent of the portable position 
display apparatus's position. However, Kobayashi discloses the claimed the portable 
remote terminal which is selected from the host data base and a record item of the 
object data, creating on the portable terminal an item definition data base which defines 
a record attribute, an object storage data base which stores object data on a record 
basis correspondingly to the item definition data base, a relation definition data base 
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which defines relation among object data stored in the object storage data base and a 
definition data base which defines among the respective data bases created (see 
Kobayashi col. 5, lines 6-40). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the combined teachings of Naito and Kobayashi with consequently to 
identify position data of the object to be managed independent of the portable position 
display apparatus's position. Such modification would allow the teachings of Naito and 
Kobayashi to improve the reliability of the system for managing objects based on 
position data, and to provide a system for linking data between a computer and a 
portable remote terminal which extracts data of a host data base on the computer into 
the portable remote terminal, and display, edit the extracted data of the portable remote 
terminal (see Kobayashi col. 2, lines 52-56). 

As per claim 8, Naito discloses, "the apparatus further including a data receiving 
unit for receiving the database" as means for including retrieval from the database (32) 
based upon data (see cot. 5, lines 8-9). 

As per claim 9, Naito discloses "the apparatus further including a management 
information display unit for displaying management information of the object to be 
managed according to the attribute data in the database when the searching unit 
identifies the match" as based upon the supplied texts information data and intersection 
position data, displays on the screen thereof an image of a map in which the road 
sections and the route toward the destination are specified (see cot. 10, lines 44-55). 
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As per claim 10, in addition to claims 1 and 7, Naito further discloses "an 
apparatus for managing data of an object to be managed" as a mean for displaying the 
corresponding data obtained by the data processing, wherein the user of the portable 
terminal can obtain appropriate information regarding circumstances of a desire location 
of the object (see cog. 2, lines 28-34); comprising; 

"a database storing unit for storing; a database that includes map data used to 
display a map of an area in which an object to be managed is positioned, position data 
of a display mark that denotes the position of the object to tie managed on the map, and 
attribute data used to identify the object to be managed" as a map stored in the 
database in which an specific area in the map to be displayed of the display unit to read 
out appropriate map data (see cog. 10, lines 25-27); and 

"a database outputting unit for outputting the database to a portable terminal 
machine in response to a request from the portable terminal machine" as host 
apparatus being responsive to a portable terminal which is capable of retrieving data set 
(object information) from a database which concerns the position of the object (see 
figure 1, element 12; cog. 2, line 16-19). 

As per claim 1 1 , Naito discloses, "'the apparatus further including a map display 
unit fog displaying the map according to the map data in the database" as to specific 
area in the map to be displayed on the screen of the display unit so as to read out 
appropriate map data from the map database (see cot. 10, lines 25-27); 
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"a mark drawing unit for enabling; a user to draw a display mark on the map 
displayed by the map display unit" as a user touches the touch panel the input device 
detects the operation and provides the data processing unit with instructions, in which 
the display unit displays on a display screen images corresponding to the results of data 
processing by the data processing unit (see cot. 4, lines 55 to cot. 5, line 3); 

"a coordinate obtaining unit for obtaining coordinates of the display mark drawn 
by the mark drawing unit" as a user touches the touch panel the input device detects the 
operation and provides the data processing unit with instructions, in which the display 
unit 22 display; on a display screen images corresponding; to the results of data 
processing by the data processing unit (see cot. 4, lines 65 to col. 5, line 3), and column 
9, lines 51-54; and 

"a data storing unit for storing the coordinate data in the database as the position 
data o: the display mark" (see figure 1, element 32, cog. 4 t lines 58-59). 

As per claim 12, Naito discloses, "wherein the map display unit" (see cot. 10, 
lines 2527), "when the display mark is drawn by the mark drawing unit, displays a 
reference line created on the map in response to a fixed item in the area in which the 
object to be managed is positioned" as to determine the longitude and latitude ranges 
(coordinates) defining an area in which the position corresponding to the received 
position information data falls (see col. 9, lines 51-54). 
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As per claim 13, in addition to claim 1 , Naito further discloses "a position display 
method" as a means for displaying images based upon data obtained by the data 
processing, in which the portable terminal further including current position detecting 
means for detecting its current position (see col. 2, lines 81 1), comprising the steps of: 

"storing a database that includes reap data used to display an area in which a 
plurality of objects to be managed are placed as a map, position data used to display a 
position of each of the plurality of objects to be managed in the area on the map, and 
attribute data used to identify each object to be managed in a locally unique way" as 
based on the information received from the host computer, the display mean displays 
the corresponding data obtained by the data processing, wherein the user of the 
portable terminal can obtain appropriate information regarding circumstances of a 
desire location of the object (see col. 2, lines 28-34); 

"reading the map data and the position data of the specific object to be managed 
from the database" as to specify an area in the :map to be displayed on the screen on 
the display unit so as to read out appropriate map data from the map database, (see 
col. 10, lines 26-28); and 

"displaying the position of the specific object to be managed in the area on the 
map according to the map data and the position data read from the database" as to 
specify an area i the map to be displayed on the screen on the display unit so as to read 
out appropriate map data from the map database (see col. 10, lines 26-28), and column 
2, lines 28-34. 
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As per claim 14, Naito discloses, "wherein the database is received from a host 
computer and stored in the database storing step" as a communication host apparatus 
which includes a database for storing a plurality of data set wherein each concerns a 
predetermined position (see col. 1, lines 67 to col. 2, lines 3). 

As per claim 15, Naito discloses, "wherein the database is updated by the host 
computer" as the host computer 50 transmits data to the portable terminal via the 
network system and writes appropriate data to the database (see col. 5, lines 60-65). 

As per claim 16, Naito discloses, "wherein the host computer updates the 
database at predetermined times" as means for responsive to the time up signal to 
transmit the position information data indicative of the current position of the portable 
terminal to the communication host apparatus (see col. 2, lines 39-41). 

As per claim 17, Naito further discloses "a computer readable storage medium 
that stores a program to be executed by a computer" as a communication host 
apparatus which includes a database for storing a plurality of data set wherein each 
concerns a predetermined position (see col. 1, lines 67 to col. 2, lines 3), the program 
enabling the computer to execute: 

"a first process for displaying a map based on map data and on position data of 
an object that is positioned and managed in a specific area, wherein the map data and 
the position data are stored in a database" as based on the information received from 
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the host computer, the display mean displays the corresponding data obtained by the 
data processing, wherein the user of the portable terminal can obtain appropriate 
information regarding circumstances of a desire location of the object (see col. 2, lines 
2$-34); 

"a second process for drawing a display mark of the object to be managed" as 
based upon the supplied the second text information data, in which the display unit 
displays on the screen a text corresponding to the text information data (see col. 10, 
lines 44-46); 

"a third process for obtaining coordinate data of the drawn display mark on the 
map" as based upon the supplied intersection position area, in which displays on the 
screen an image of a map and the road sections (see col. 10, lines 46-49); and 

"a fourth process for storing the coordinate data in the database in relation to 
entered data of the object" as a communication host apparatus which includes a 
database for storing a plurality of data set wherein each concerns a predetermined 
position (see col. 1 , lines 67 to col. 2, lines 3). 

As per claim 18, Naito discloses, "wherein the program further enables the 
computer to execute a process for presenting a list of objects to be managed, read from 
the database, so as to prompt the user to specify a particular object to be managed and 
to be stored in relation to the coordinate data in the fourth process" as a communication 
host apparatus which includes a database for storing a plurality of data set wherein 
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each concerns a predetermined position (see col. 1, lines 67 to col. 2, lines 3), and 
column 10, lines 26-28. 

As per claim 19, Naito discloses the claimed subject matter except the claimed 
managed independent of the position of the portable terminal and the object to be 
managed. However, Kobayashi discloses the claimed the portable remote terminal 
which is selected from the host data base and a record item of the object data, creating 
on the portable terminal an item definition data base which defines a record attribute, an 
object storage data base which stores object data on a record basis correspondingly to 
the item definition data base, a relation definition data base which defines relation 
among object data stored in the object storage data base and a definition data base 
which defines among the respective data bases created (see Kobayashi col. 5, lines 6- 
40). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
combined teachings of Naito and Kobayashi with among a plurality of objects to be 
managed. Such modification would allow the teachings of Naito and Kobayashi to 
improve the reliability of the system for managing objects based on position data, and to 
provide a system for linking data between a computer and a portable remote terminal 
which extracts data of a host data base on the computer into the portable remote 
terminal (see Kobayashi col. 2, lines 52-55). 

As per claim 20, the limitations of claim 20 are rejected in the analysis of claim 
13, and this claim is rejected on that basis. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JEAN B. FLEURANTIN whose telephone number is 571 
- 272-4035. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:05 to 4:35. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JOHN E BREENE can be reached on 571 - 272-4107. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
308-6606. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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